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Tuesday 5 February 2019: Newsletter Term 1 Edition 1
Principal’s News
I hope everybody had a great holiday and was able to spend time with family and friends. It was great hearing some
of the wonderful places that students visited over the past 6 weeks.
A big welcome also to the families who are new to Pasadena. You are a big part of our school so always feel welcome
to visit our classes. Last week teachers have been undertaking a number of introductory activities to ensure all of the
students know each other.
We have also put together a “Welcome to Pasadena” guide for new parents which can be downloaded by going to:
click here
I look forward to getting to know all of our community in the upcoming weeks. I am at the gate at 3pm most days so
feel free to come and say hello and introduce yourself. The upcoming Meet the Teacher Picnic Night on Thursday 7
February will be another opportunity to meet families.
In the last week of the holidays our staff attended a number of Professional Development days. These included an
induction day for new staff, a curriculum development day with a focus on Social Action and a team building day at
Snow Planet which the staff really enjoyed. These enabled the staff to hit the ground running on the first day of
school.

In the upcoming weeks newsletters each section of the school will be writing a bio to introduce themselves. In this
newsletter it will be the Senior Management.
Jonathan Hughes – Principal
Having started at Pasadena in Term 4 of 2014 I am now 4 years and a term as Principal.
Pasadena has always been a part of my life with my sisters and I attending a number of years ago. I love working in a
community based school where we all work as one to holistically educate students.
At Pasadena students always come first which has enabled the school to make tremendous progress, building on the
successes of the school in terms of students having a say in how they learn, where they learn and what they learn
while making sure the curriculum is relevant and engaging.
On a personal note, I am married to Tracey who is also involved in education, I have 2 children Cole and Gabi who is
attending Pasadena this year.
2019 is going to be a very exciting year with a number of new initiatives and developments on the horizon.
I look forward to meeting as many parents, caregivers and the community in the upcoming weeks.
Email: jhughes@pasadena.school.nz
Christine Abercrombie– Acting Deputy Principal, Team Leader of Kahurangi syndicate
This is my 4th year at Pasadena – it is amazing to be part of a school that goes from strength to strength. I love that
our school encourages parents, whanau and the community to collaborate together in order to support every single
student, making sure the curriculum is relevant and engaging for them. Intermediate school is always an exciting
time for the students as they become more independent and take responsibility for their learning. This year will
present new experiences, challenges, fun and multiple opportunities for the students to take part in a variety of
activities. Nuturing the students throughout their two years at Pasadena and watching them experience many
successes, is what makes coming to work each day a breeze.
I have recently returned to living in West Auckland (where I grew up) after living on the North Shore for 8 years.
When I’m not at school, you’ll often find me reading a book on the beach or looking around one of the amazing
markets Auckland has. I look forward to meeting many of the students and their families over the coming weeks, and
am excited about the year ahead.
Email: christine@pasadena.school.nz
Keith Ward - Strategic area-Future focus and Team leader of Whero syndicate
This will be my 4th year of teaching at Pasadena Intermediate School and it has been fantastic to see the growth and
progress of the school within that time. I live locally in Point Chevalier and my own daughter has just joined as a Year
7 student. I’m married to Astrud and we moved to New Zealand from London 11 years ago.
My personal goal for my classroom is to challenge students and watch them grow socially, emotionally and
academically. I want to take students at different levels and see them develop together. Therefore, group work is the
key to having a successful class and is something I value. The impact of group work, when students help fellow
students, changes each student and transforms the atmosphere of the class as a whole. I want to teach students in a
way that gives them room to grow and develop on their own. I will do this by looking at the students’ needs and
prepare lessons accordingly. I’m excited about what is happening here at Pasadena and looking forward to the year
ahead.
Email address: keith@pasadena.school.nz
*Lisa White our current Deputy Principal is on leave for Term 1. She will return in Term 2.

Meet the Teacher Picnic
On Thursday 7 February we will be having a Meet the Teacher Picnic Night.
From 6.30 pm – 7.00 pm in your child’s classroom teachers will talk about their expectations for the year, upcoming
events and how the classroom will operate. From 7.00pm – 8.00 pm there will be a picnic on the field and a chance
to chat informally to other parents and teachers in the school.
Bring: A picnic tea and blanket
Sausages and Drinks will be on sale - $2.00.

Bring your own device (BYOD)
The Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) program movement has been gaining popularity over the past few years across
schools nationwide and allows students to use personal devices for curriculum related activities.
With the development of the new flexible learning spaces at Pasadena, the presence and availability of devices for
each student in the classroom is becoming a necessity. With the introduction of the new Digital Curriculum, which
our school is leading the way in the local area, technology and devices are being moulded into the everyday teaching
programme. With this in mind, we as a school believe that students bringing their own devices to school benefit
their learning. Noel Leeming is currently pricing Chrome books and other devices at very competitive prices.
Click here to download the school BYOD brochure.
Family Zone is a complete online cyber safety solution that protects your children at school, at home and when they
are out and about. Simple to set up, easy to use, and supported by a team of cyber experts.

Family Zone Cyber Safety
Family Zone will protect students by:
 Removing adult content for safe searching.
 Manage use of social apps and in-app purchasing.
 Setting routines for what they can access, plus give devices sleep times.
 Family Zone app and router works across every device, everywhere.
We will be having another information evening shortly to explain how this product works for the school and how it
can assist parents at home. Please see the attached link that will answer many of your questions, regarding
information about our approach to cyber safety.
https://www.familyzone.com/pasadena-school-nz
The expectation of the school is that by the end of Term 1 any student who brings a phone to school will have the
Family Zone app downloaded onto their phone.

How do we communicate at Pasadena?
Communication is a very important part of Pasadena. There are numerous ways we do this.
 Class Newsletters – emailed out to parents on the first Wednesday of each term.
 School App – click on https://pasadenaint.apps.school.nz/share/ to download
 School Newsletter – Emailed out to parents every even Wednesday of the term
 School website www.pasadena.school.nz – information regarding the school, calendar of events, staff
emails and detailed information regarding the school
 School Facebook page Facebook
 Teachers email – email addresses can be accessed on our school website staff email addresses
 Office email – office@pasadena.school.nz

School Newsletters
Newsletters come out every 2 weeks on even Wednesdays via email. If you would prefer to get a paper copy please
contact the school office on office@pasadena.school.nz or 09 8462169. Please also check that you are receiving
emails from the school as this is the main way that we communicate with our parent community. If you haven’t been
getting emails please contact the office as above. Further newsletters will be forwarded home on 5 February, 20
February, 6 March, 20 March and 3 April.

Auckland University students working in the school
We welcome 4 students from Auckland University that are part of the Graduate Diploma course. They will be in
Rooms 4, 8, 10 and 11 this year. The University students will be mentored by the classroom teachers and will be on
site for the next 2 weeks and then every Tuesday. The staff at Pasadena believes that it is important to support the
teachers of the future and wish them a successful time here.

Education Outside the Classroom
This year’s Outdoor Education operates as day trips from school over four days:
Tuesday 5th March to Friday 8th March
Over the week we will be:
 Kayaking, orienteering and raft building at Lake Pupuke
 Amazing race at Devonport
 Rock climbing and high ropes at Birkenhead Leisure Centre
 Camp cooking, archery and and Bush survival (based around our local community)
The key purposes of these four days are:
1. To meet new people and form relationships with staff and students;
2. To challenge the students physically, mentally and socially;
3. To learn new skills and refine old ones.
4. To develop leadership skills.
The programme is run by the Birkenhead Leisure Centre and Pasadena staff. An information session will take place
6.00pm Tuesday 19th February in the Pasadena Centre.
The cost is $165.
PARENT HELP
For this programme to run smoothly we require parent volunteers, the more the merrier. Please contact the office at
office@pasadena.school.nz if you can assist. If you can only make 1 day that would be fantastic as well and we can
put you at the same activity as your child.

Homework Club
A Homework Club runs on Thursdays after school. This is an opportunity for students to work on either homework
activities or to complete class work with the support of a teacher who supervises. This will be starting 14 th February
and permission slips will come home the week prior to this.

Absences
If your child is absent from school please contact the office either by phoning 846 2169, on the school App or via
email: office@pasadena.school.nz it is important that a reason is given for the absence as this is recorded. Students
who have absences without reasons will be referred to truancy services.
Parents will be contacted by the office if their child is absent and we have not been notified.

Riding Bikes, Scooters and Skateboards
If students are riding bikes and scooters to school please make sure they are locked in the bike racks at the front of
the school. All students must wear a helmet. If you are riding a skateboard please store it in the classroom. It is
essential that you also wear a helmet.

Gifted and Talented programmes in Art
This term there will two workshops offered. Each one will be run over two full days.
The first workshop will involve creating Tivaevae Cook Island stitched cushions. This ties in with our theme of
cultural diversity. We have an expert coming to share her knowledge and skills.
If you are able to help please let me know sue@pasadena.school.nz

The second workshop will be based on the work of Japanese fashion
designer Junya Watanabe’s patchwork shirts. We will be looking at
how culture is expressed in the fashion world. A prominent New
Zealand designer who is working as a stylist in New York will be sharing
his wisdom with the group.
Classroom teachers will be selecting students based on interest and
skill. Students will have an opportunity to let them know if this is
something they want to participate in. I am hoping to get a great mix of
cultures and a mix of boys and girls.
There will be further workshops during the year all with a different
focus.
Information regarding additional Gifted and Talented programmes will
be in the next newsletter.

Auckland Schools Poster competition
Pasadena students are collaborating with Ferment Festival to create colourful posters about healthy eating. Every
student entry will automatically gain a FREE student pass to Ferment Festival AND the top 10 entries will win a family
gift basket valued at $150. The OVERALL WINNER will receive an awesome gift basket valued at $500.
Lunchtime sessions have been set up for any student who want to enter to have time outside of classroom sessions
to create their posters. All poster entries will be part of the large educational art display at the festival.

Hiroshima Exchange
The school exchange to Hiroshima is a fantastic learning experience for students. This exchange has been happening
with our sister school Nagisa Hiroshima Senior and Junior High School and has been going for 24 years! This takes
place during Term 2 leaving 19th May and returning 30th May. Student’s homestay with a family from our sister
school in Hiroshima, and then the student they stayed with comes to us at the start of Term 3. If you are interested
in finding out more there will be an information evening 6pm on Tuesday 12th February - application packs will be
available from this date and are due back 5th March.
Approximate cost $3500.

Student Assessment
Over the next few weeks (and throughout the year) students will be completing a number of different assessments.
One assessment in particular is e-asTTle tests. E-asTTle is an online assessment tool, developed to assess students’
achievement and progress in reading, writing, mathematics, and in pānui, pāngarau and tuhituhi. E-asTTle provides
teachers with information that can be used to inform learning programmes and to apply teaching practice that
maximises individual student learning. E-asTTle is a great tool for helping students to understand their progress and
for involving parents in discussions about how their child is doing. Results/pathways from these tests will be shared
at Student-Led Conferences later on this term.

School Counselling Service
We have a counselling service available for students. This is provided by a trained counsellor (Winnie) who will be at
school fortnightly on a Friday. Students can opt in to this themselves or parents/caregivers can request for their child
to be involved. The sessions will be confidential. If you would like to find out more information or make an
appointment, you can contact Winnie: counsellor@pasadena.school.nz

PB4L
Positive Behaviour for Learning initiatives help parents, whānau, teachers and schools address problem behaviour,
improve children’s well-being, and increase educational achievement.
By strengthening relationships and creating more positive home and school environments we remove barriers to
engagement and improve students’ chances to achieve at school and beyond.
Purpose statement
The purpose of PB4L-School Wide in Pasadena Intermediate is to create a safe and supportive environment which
nurtures students allowing them to achieve personal excellence.
PB4L at Pasadena
At Pasadena, we have 4 Values (PASA Values). These are:
Proud - We are proud, and show respect for ourselves, each other and our school.
Active - We are active in our learning and our communities.
Safe - We are safe in what we do and the choices we make.
Achievers - We are achievers who aim high and work towards our goals.
Honours System
During the two years at Pasadena, students will have the opportunity to receive their Honours award. To receive
this, a student will need to have a total of 15 certificates across the School Values - 3 of each Value (Proud, Active,
Safe and Achiever) and then 3 extra certificates from any Value. These certificates can include class certificates,
sports day certificates, academic awards etc.
The Principal’s award is awarded by Mr Hughes or Ms White at assembly for a student/s who has shown exceptional
effort/achievement in one or multiple School Values.
When applying for their Honours, a student will then have to identify how they show pride, demonstrate being
active and safe, and achieve in a range of areas across the school. This is then followed up with a conversation with
Mr Hughes who will ask the student questions about their involvement and commitment to the culture and life of
Pasadena Intermediate School.
Tokens
Tokens are given out when students have displayed a PASA value in the classroom or out in the playground. Each
coloured token relates a value - PROUD - blue, ACTIVE - green, SAFE - red and ACHIEVER - yellow/gold.
When a student receives a token, they will put it into their class token jar. Once this jar is full, their class will receive
a class reward during one class block. Students help choose this reward.

Once a class jar has been filled, it will be emptied into the PASA
token jars in the office. Once one of these jars have been filled,
there will be a whole school reward. This will be communicated to
students and whānau when reached.

Upcoming Dates
FEBRUARY
6
Waitangi Day
7
Meet the Teacher BBQ 6.30pm-8pm
12
Immunisation talks
Hiroshima Information evening 6pm
14
Homework Club starts
15
Formal Assembly
19
CZ Girls’ Tennis
EOTC parents evening 6pm
20
Newsletter
21
CZ Boys’ Tennis
Homework Club
22
Singing Assembly
26
CZ Boys’ Softball
27
CZ Girls’ Softball
MARCH
1
School Swimming Sports
5-8
EOTC

