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Wednesday 20 March 2019: Newsletter Term 1 Edition 4
Principal’s News
Our thoughts and prayers are with the people of Christchurch during this tragic time, and in particular the children
and families of the Muslim community. We have a number of families in the school that have been impacted by the
events, I know the whole community are supporting you.
On Monday morning we had a staff briefing regarding how we can make sure our students are feeling safe. The
classes spoke about how the events had made them feel and identified places and people they could go to if they are
feeling upset or scared. Our teachers will continue to monitor our students in the upcoming days.
If you feel that your child would benefit from some additional support, please contact our school counsellor, Winnie
on counsellor@pasadena.school.nz and book a time to meet with her. We have made sure additional slots are
available over the next 2 weeks.
The Ministry of Education has also established a number of resources in different languages to support families.
These can be accessed by going to https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/mental-health-and-addictions/mentalhealth/mental-health-advice-coping-after-traumatic-event .
Our Student Council has organised “Colour your Day” Mufti Day on Friday 22 March to raise funds and to support the
families and Muslim communities. They will also be selling sausages, drinks and lollies. We will also be having a
minute’s silence at 1.40pm to pay our respects to the people who lost their lives.

Colour For Christchurch

Last Friday, as we all know was a very sad day for Aotearoa. Pasadena
Intermediate School are having a memorial day to remember those
who were affected. There will be a gold coin donation and children
will be encouraged to wear bright colours, the student councillors
have been working hard to bring this project to life and ask you to
contribute to the cause. All the money made will go to the families
affected by the events that have occurred. We will also be selling
sausages for $2, selling drinks for $2 and lollies for $1. We encourage
you to support this wonderful cause. At 1.40pm we will also have a
minutes silence.
Thank you,
Student Council

School Social date change
A decision has been made to move the date of the School Social, it will now take place on Thursday 11 April (from
Thursday 28 March) starting at 6.30pm in the school hall. Permission slips and information will be sent home prior to
the event.

School Counselling Service
We have a counselling service available for students. This is provided by a trained counsellor (Winnie) who will be at
school fortnightly on a Friday. Students can opt in to this themselves or parents/caregivers can request for their child
to be involved. The sessions will be confidential. If you would like to find out more information or make an
appointment, you can contact Winnie: counsellor@pasadena.school.nz

Student Led Conferences
A reminder that Student Led Conferences will take place on Wednesday 3rd April from 1.00pm – 8.00pm and
Thursday 4th April from 1.00pm – 6.00pm. Please note that school will finish at 1.00pm on both of these days to
accommodate the conferences. There are enough spaces for each student to have an individual 20 minute
conference with their teacher. The conference bookings can be made via the School Interviews website
www.schoolinterviews.co.nz and enter the event code 6z48t.
Based on feedback from last year, Specialist teachers will now run a 'drop in' centre for Student Led Conferences.
Therefore, you will not need an appointment to go and speak to one of the specialist staff. This is a great opportunity
for you to see what the students have been creating so far in Music, Art and Technology and the process they are
taking (I know the students are eager to show you!)
During student led conferences the the Art Room will be open. Students will be working in the space on a number of
things including photography, stitching and directing their own design work based on the skills they learnt this term.
Your child can show you around and share what they have been doing. You can come down and just have a look
around even if your child didn't do art this term. I would love to see as many parents as possible.
In the Music room there will be a variety of consecutive performing arts activities including keyboard, dance
extension and digital composition.

Family Zone Parent Information Evening
Wednesday 27 March ⋅ 6:00 – 7:00pm
We have partnered with Family Zone to make it safer for our students when they go online.
Family Zone is a complete online cyber safety solution that protects your children at school, at home and when they
are out and about.
Simple to set up, easy to use, and supported by a team of cyber experts, if your children are online you need Family
Zone. Please come along to this open evening to have the programme explained and answer any questions you
might have.

Pasadena Education Outside The Classroom (EOTC)
The 4 days of EOTC were a huge success, even though the last
day was interrupted by the rain, students enjoyed the activities
available. The programme provided an ideal context to develop
supportive relationships between students, staff and the parent
community, through learning in real social and cultural contexts
that were inclusive of all learners. The feedback from the
students was that each activity and day had their own challenges
and it was great to witness the teamwork and encouragement
shown by all the Pasadena students. A huge thank you to all the
parents who gave their time to come along to assist and support
the students. Without your help the programme would not have
run so smoothly.

PB4L Token System
Tokens are given out when students have displayed a PASA value in the classroom or out in the playground. Each
coloured token relates a value - PROUD - blue, ACTIVE - green, SAFE - red and ACHIEVER - yellow/gold.
When a student receives a token, they will put it into
their class token jar. Once this jar is full, their class will
receive a class reward during one class block. Students
are to help choose this reward.
Once a class jar has been filled, it will be emptied into
the PASA token jars in the office. Once one of these jars
are full, there will be a whole school reward. This will be
communicated to staff, students and whānau when
reached.

Library
Coming up we have organised book swaps and visits with the Pt Chev Community Library so this is something we are
looking forward to. We plan on getting guest speakers from the Local Community Library to come in and speak with
the students and see what their needs are and what they miss most about not having a school library. In the
meantime, students can use our outdoor classroom and “Fale” area as a quiet space for reading, drawing and other
quiet activities that might have otherwise taken place in the library.

Pasifika Group
As we have a huge Pasifika presence in our school we have decided to encourage students to excel in all aspects of
their education. Having a Pasifika group gives our Pasifika students a place where they can come and express
themselves freely and have a safe space to explore who they are. Our doors are always open for newcomers and this
group is not limited only to Pasifika students. In this group, students will learn cultural customs, traditions and also
“The way of the Pasifika people”. Cultural dancing will also be the main focus for these students and will be an
ongoing project that they will be working on over the year to perform for the school.

Hui ā-Whānau
E mihi nunui ana ki ngā whānau katoa i tae mai ki tā tātou hui tuatahi mō ngā take Māori i Te Kura Takawaenga o Te
Waitītiko. E makehua ana te tini o ngā kaupapa i kōrerotia, pēnei nā i te noho marae, i te kohikohi pūtea, i te kapa
haka, i te aha atu, i te aha atu. Ko ngā mātua me ngā whānau kē e kōkiri ana i tā tātou rumaki. Me ka pīrangi koe kia
whai wāhi atu ki te komiti kohikohi pūtea, komiti noho marae rānei, whakapā mai ki
a donovan@pasadena.school.nz
A huge thank you to all of our whānau who came to our first Māori hui for the year at Pasadena Intermediate. A
plethora of kaupapa were discussed, including noho marae, fundraising, kapa haka, and many more. It is our parents
and whānau that drive our rumaki. If you would like to be a part of our fundraising committee, or our noho marae
committee, please contact donovan@pasadena.school.nz

Gifted and Talented Writing - Explore, Extend, Execute!

Explore: Each week we begin with a wordy warm up - a puzzle or vocabulary challenge. These will be aimed for well
above student’s levels. Brain explosions will be common.
Extend: This term students have selected a ‘story starter sentence’ and are developing a three-page, three-character
short story (3+3 to promote crisp, efficient writing choices). We will then discuss a new aspect of writing from the
more obvious (style, setting, character, conflict), to the more subtle (foreshadowing, allusion, subtext, tone). The aim
is to add texture and depth to their writing abilities.
Execute!: Finally there will be time to create and refine their work.
Students have joined a Google Classroom and are writing their pieces in digital format. I am able to read these
anytime and add feedback and comments. Students can see this immediately and edit their work accordingly.
I will collate the finished works and give each student a copy.
Michael Scott

Gifted and Talented Maths

Students learn new ideas at a higher rate and are curious, motivated and persistent. They need open ended tasks
which allow them to use abstract thinking skills and to link different maths skills and topics. We will work flexibly
between curriculum levels 4-6 (roughly Y8-11).
Students have identified algebra, ratios and graphs as areas they would like to focus on this term. We will also work
on a range of problems from the nzmaths.co.nz website. These are 'real world' problems which require several
mathematical skills to solve.
Students have joined a G&T Maths Google Classroom, and can access all set work there. I will also post any websites
I use so they can explore more maths in their own time.
Michael Scott

Music Extension

This term initially focused on meeting and listening to all students who were interested in being involved. It was
pleasing to find that this was a large group, with over 50 students signing up for choir, and over 30 auditioning to be
instrumentalists. Currently, I am working with both a choir and an orchestral group. The later is learning Can You
Feel the Love Tonight and Summertime, while the choir has been developing vocal skills using exercises and rounds,
choosing and beginning to learn our repertoire. In addition to this, there have been auditions for dancers, band and
other performers with a view to preparing a travelling promotional concert, the Roadshow, at the end of next term.
Maureen Donnelly

Science Gifted and Talented

Takes place on Friday during block 3. During these lesson students will take part in hands
on activities. These experiments promote positive engagement with science in all its
form. Each week we will develop the students scientific knowledge and get them to
dicuss the science behind each experiment. The students who have been part of this
programme have had a lot of fun and have taken their new found knowledge back into
the classrooms.
Kirstein Hudson

PE Gifted and Talented
Students have been selected as part of the P.E Gifted and Talented programme. This programme will run for the next
6 weeks during Block 2 (10:30 - 11:30) every Friday and will focus on the following:
* developing skills in both team and individual sports to a high standard
* working on enhancing fitness, stamina and endurance
* building up resilience and mental toughness
* understanding the importance of nutrition and sleep in sports
Please contact me for further information.
Jerome Brown jerome@pasadena.school.nz

Gifted and Talented Tivaevae
Over three Mondays we did Tivaevae workshops. The goal was to create cushions using traditional Cook Island
stitching. We were fortunate to have a number of expert sewers from the community to help us out and share their
skills. A big thank you to Christina Bengtston and Julia Christian- Slain.
Sue Elliot

Technology Extension
GAME DEVELOPMENT EXTENSION
In the game development extension course, students are learning how to bring their ideas to life. Using block based
programming languages, like Scratch and Stencyl, students are familiarising themselves with the fundamental
principles of coding and problem solving.
ROBOTICS EXTENSION
Students are building and programming various robotics kits (e.g. Edison, mBot, Lego Mindstorms), so that they can
complete set challenges, such as line-following, scaping a maze, and sumo-wrestling. Robotics encourages students
to think creatively and logically.

Sports News
Girl Cricket Tournament
Our 2 girls teams (year 7 and 8) enjoyed a very successful day at
the Inter School Cricket tournament on the 14th of March. An
incredible team spirit was matched by some truly outstanding
cricket. The Year 8 team won 2 of their games, but unfortunately,
due to the high standard of competition, missed out on the semifinals. The Year 7 team faced some very strong teams but gave
each game their all and came out on top after 4 games of hard
work. It was a fantastic final which went right down to the last ball
with Pasa winning by 1 run. Both teams had lots of fun
throughout the day and left Auckland Domain smiling.
We’d like to thank our whanau for their help and support on the
day.
By Hannah Room 4

Upcoming Dates
MARCH
19
First meeting for kaupapa Māori within the school 6pm
20
Newsletter
21
HPV 1 catch up
Homework Club
22
Central Zone Orienteering
Singing Assembly
23-24 Pasifika Festival Cancelled
27
BoT Meeting 5pm
Family Zone Cyber Safety Meeting 6-7.30pm.
28
NO Homework Club
29
Class and Individual photos
Duathlon
Formal Assembly
April
3
Newsletter
Student Led Conferences 1pm-8pm
4
Student Led Conferences 1pm-6pm
NO Homework Club
11
School Social

Community Notices

Community Notices

